Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County Names
David Van Vooren to Executive Director Post
Former Naperville Director of Public Works brings 32 years of
sound management and fiscal leadership to Agency
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Glenview, IL -- The Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) Board of
Directors tonight voted to appoint David Van Vooren to serve as its new executive director.
SWANCC is an intergovernmental agency that delivers waste hauling and a host of recycling and
educational programs to residents in 23 north and northwest suburban communities.
“When we set out on a national search for SWANCC’s next executive director, we knew we had to
find a leader who could take our mission, improve upon it and give us the strategic leadership we
need to move the Agency forward. David will help us do that,” said Skokie Mayor George Van
Dusen, chairman of SWANCC’s Executive Committee. “In addition to a proven record working in
public service, David brings depth, leadership and a strong fiscal management background to the
Agency. We’ve made it clear to David that job one is ensuring the continued delivery of top-notch
services to our member communities in the most efficient and fiscally responsible way we possibly
can.
Prior to accepting his new post, Mr. Van Vooren served as the Director of Public Works for the
City of Naperville where he managed a $22 million department with 105 employees. He has
consistently demonstrated an ability to deliver results and has earned the respect of colleagues for
his careful listening skills, strong financial and analytical skills, and straightforward
communications.
“It’s a privilege to be asked by the Board of Directors to lead SWANCC. I am familiar with the
work SWANCC has done over its long history and am impressed with the direction it is heading,”
said Mr. Van Vooren, 55. “The communities and residents we serve are demanding that services
be delivered professionally, capably and in the most affordable way possible. So, we will demand
the same of ourselves. It’s my job to find ways that we can deliver even greater value to the
residents that we serve during an era that demands fiscal responsibility.”
Prior to his work for the City of Naperville, he served as the Village Administrator in Plainfield
(1991-1996), the Deputy Village Manager in Downers Grove (2001-2005) and the Executive
Director for the Northwest Water Commission (1996-2001), an intergovernmental agency created
to deliver potable water to its member communities in Northwest Cook County.

The SWANCC Executive Committee conducted a national search for a new executive
director and received scores of resumes from candidates in 15 states. Mr. Van Vooren will
replace acting executive director, Steven Schilling, a 14-year veteran of SWANCC.
“The Executive Committee and Board of Directors also thanks Steve for guiding the Agency
with a very steady and skilled hand these past several months,” said Van Dusen. “He, more
than anyone else is responsible for helping us stay focused on our mission during a period of
transition for the Agency.”
Mr. Van Vooren will begin on September 20th.
About SWANCC
The Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) provides member residents a
variety of waste reduction and recycling services, programs and resource materials. These
include collections for special materials that cannot go into the curbside recycling cart or
should not go into the garbage due to toxicity or recoverability, such as: computer and
electronics, prescription drugs and sharps, compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs, mercury
thermometers, athletic shoes, holiday lights and batteries.
SWANCC is an intergovernmental agency that was established in 1988 and is comprised of
23 communities: Arlington Heights, Barrington, Buffalo Grove, Elk Grove Village, Evanston,
Glencoe, Glenview, Hoffman Estates, Inverness, Kenilworth, Lincolnwood, Morton Grove,
Mount Prospect, Niles, Palatine, Park Ridge, Prospect Heights, Rolling Meadows, Skokie,
South Barrington, Wheeling, Wilmette and Winnetka.
Visit www.swancc.org for more information.
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